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Meeting Minutes 

Friday, March 15, 2019 | 10:30 PM to 12:30 PM 
Norelius Community Library, Denison Iowa 

 

Commissioners Present Commissioners Absent 

 Alfonzo M. Perez 

 Caleb Knutson 

 Jeannette Brown 

 Lorena Gingerich, by phone 

 Marlu Abarca, by phone 

 Valerie Nolte 

 Gilbert Nunez 

 San Wong 

Department of Human Rights Staff Present Public Members Present 

 Sonia Reyes-Snyder, Office of Latino Affairs 

 Evan Blakley, Chamber & Development Director 

 Jared Beymer, City of Denison Mayor 

 Angelica Cardenas 

 Melis Gumusolu 
 

 

 

I. Call to Order & Introductions 

II. Welcome to New Commissioners: 

 Valerie Nolte, Carlisle. Term:3/1/2019-4/30/2020-Republican 

 Caleb Knutson, Hubbard. Term:3/1/2019-4/30/2020-Republican 

 Gilbert Nunez, Toddville. Term 3/1/2022-4/30-2022-Republican 
III. Public Comment 

 Blakley asked the commission how to attract Latino businesses to the chamber of commerce. 
He would like to see more Latinos in leadership roles. 

 Beymer welcomed the commission to Denison and shared ways the city is welcoming and he 
asked other ways to make Latinos feel welcomed. Over half of their police officers are of Latino 
heritage. 

 Cardenas asked the commission with assistance in connecting her to Latino groups in the state 
to assist with the data collecting project she is working on. 

 Melis form the University of Iowa Law Clinic asked the commission for help in serving Immigrant 
and Refugee individuals in Iowa City. As the Iowa City School district’s practices are not inclusive 
and are keeping families from enrolling students.  

IV. Approval of minutes from January 25, 2019 
Knutson moved to approve  
Perez seconded 
All in favor 
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V. Iowa Latino Hall of Fame: 

 Selection Committee for 2019: 
Lorena Gingerich, Committee Chair 
Marlu Abarca, Commissioner 
Jeannette Brown, Commissioner 
Norma Robles, Public Member 
Ramon Calzada, Public Member 
Vanessa Espinoza, Public Member 
Alejandro Pino, Public Member 
VACANCY 

 Date for 2019 Ceremony: 10/19/2019 

 Location for 2019 Ceremony: Des Moines Art Center 

 Funding for 2019 Ceremony: The commission needs to raise $2000 
 

VI. FALO (Friends of the Office & Commission of Latino Affairs) Report: 
Brown reported that the FALO will have a Unidos Run/Walk-September 14, 2019 in Des Moines to 
raise funds for all commission and office initiatives. 
 

VII. Approval of the Iowa Commission of Latino Affairs Report 
Knutson moved to approve  
Perez seconded 
All in favor 

 
VIII. Iowa Department of Human Rights Board Report 

Brown reported on the DHR board. 
 

IX. LGBTQ Coalition Update: Official Name: Queer Communities of Color Coalition 
The commission asked Sonia Reyes-Snyder to look into establishing the LGBTQ Hall of Fame. 

Brown moved to approve  
Gingerich seconded 
All in favor 

 
X. Office of Latino Affairs & Department of Human Rights Report: 

 Latinos CAN Coalition 

 PILA  

 Iowa Youth Leadership Academy 
Reyes-Snyder reported on the department and office activities and initiatives. 
 

XI. Approval of Meeting Dates for the Year 
Brown moved to approve  
Nolte seconded 
All in favor 

 
XII. Commission Committee Sign Up 

Commissioners signed up to join committees. 
 

XIII. Adjourn 
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Commission Committees 

Committee Committee Initiatives Committee 
Chair 

Committee Members 

Legislative   Latino Day on the Hill  

 Commission 
Recommendations to the 
Governor & Legislators 

 Bill Tracking 

Marlu Abarca  Valerie Nolte, Commissioner 

 Public Members 

Hall of Fame  Highlight the contributions of 
Latinos in Iowa 

Lorena Gingerich  Marlu Abarca, Commissioner 

 Jeannette Brown, Commissioner 

FALO 
(Friends/Amigos/Les 
Amis/Os Amigos of the 
Office and Commission 
of Latino Affairs) 

A non-profit organization with the 
goal of raising funds for the Office 
and Commission initiatives. 

Jeannette Brown 

 

 Alfonzo Perez, Commissioner 

 Traci Stiles, Public Member 

PILA 

(Association of Iowa 
Latinx Professionals) 

 Support for Iowa’s Latinx 
Professionals 

 Connect Latinx Professionals 
to Iowa’s Employers 

 Raise Awareness for Afro-
Latinos  

 Caleb Knutson  Sonia Reyes-Snyder 

 Elizabeth Medina, Public Member 
 

Iowa Queer Communities 
of Color Coalition 

 Provide support for Iowa’s 
LGBTQ+ Communities of 
Color. 

 Marlu Abarca, 
commission 
representative. 

 Gabby Guerra Ceron, Co-Chair 

 Buffy Jamison, Co-Chair 

 Marlu Abarca, Secretary and 
Commission Vice-Chair 

 Jeanina Messerly  

 Ric Tennenbaum 
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